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highest degree of perfection in the revolver
has been reached in the automatic pistol,
which is hammeiiess, and fires its cartridges
with great rapidity, requiring only a continu-
ous pressure upon the trigger. This weapon
has practically replaced the old-style re-
volver for military purposes.
In most civilized countries carrying a re-
volver except by policemen and other of-
ficials when on duty is a criminal offense.
Such regulations have become necessary to
the protection of society because of the many
fatal accidents that have occurred from the
handling of these weapons by inexperienced
people, and also because the man who de-
sires to carry a revolver is not supposed
to be a peaceful citizen. He is very likely
to consider his views and wishes superior to
the law and to attempt to secure by force
and intimidation privileges to which he is
not legally entitled.
EEXFOED, eben eugene (1848-1916),
an American poet and writer on gardening
and kindred subjects. As a lad he moved
with his family from Johnsburgh, 1ST. Y.,
his birthplace, to Wisconsin, and he was edu-
cated at Lawrence University, Appleton.
When only fourteen he began contributing
articles to periodicals, and in course of time
came to be recognized as an authority on
horticulture. He took part in many philan-
thropic activities and served for twenty-
five years as organist of the Congregational
Church of Shiocton, Wis. His best-known
poem is the ballad Silver Threads Among
the Gold, which has been set to music. Other
poems are contained in the volumes Brother
and Lover and Pansies and Rosemary. Of
his numerous volumes on gardening, those
which have been most widely used are Home
Floriculture; Flowers—How to Grow Them;
Four Seasons in a Garden; The Home Gar-
den; The Indoor Garden, and Amateur Gar-
den Craft.
REYKJAVIK, ra Jcyah veeti', iceland, the
capital of the island, situated on the south-
west coast. It is the cultural center of the
island, has a complete school system, includ-
ing a university, daily newspapers, and all
modern city conveniences. It is linked to
Europe and America by mail steamers and
radio. There is considerable trade with the
United States. Population, 1932, 30,566, most-
ly native Icelanders.
REYNOLDS, joshua, Sir, (1723-1792),,
an English portrait painter born at Plympton,
 Devonshire. Through the kindness of Captain
(afterward Admiral) Keppel, he was enabled
to visit Italy, where he studied three years.
Returning to London in 1753, and finding
generous patrons in Admiral Keppel and
Lord Edgecombe, his studio was thronged
with people of wealth and fashion; the most
famous men and women of the time were
among his sitters. Many of his best canvases,
including portraits of Goldsmith, Dr. John-
son, Garrick and Admiral Keppel, are in
the National Gallery, London. Among the
most notable of his portraits are Duchess of
Hamilton, Duke of Cumberland, Mrs. Sid-
dons as The Tragic Muse and Duchess of
Devonshire.
In 1768, on the foundation of the Royal
Academy, he was chosen president, soon
afterward was knighted and in 1784 was
appointed principal portrait painter to the
king. As president of the Royal Academy he
delivered his celebrated annual Discourses on
Painting, the last of which was delivered in
1790. Reynolds was the intimate friend cf
Dr. Johnson, Goldsmith, Garrick, Burke and
other literary celebrities, with whom he was
associated in founding the "Literary Club"
in 1764. Reynolds died unmarried and was
buried in Saint Paul's Cathedral.
There are many of his works in the United
States. In the Metropolitan Museum and the
Public Library, New York, there are sev-
eral fine examples, besides numerous canvases
in private collections. His portraits are dis-
tinguished by dignity and grace, and above
all by a harmony of color which he learned
from the great Italian masters. His por-
traits are of much historic interest apart
from their value as art, for they are said to
be excellent likenesses of the originals.
BEADAMANTHUS, radaman'thus, in
Greek mythology, a son of Jupiter and En-
ropa, and brother of Minos, king of Crete,
whom hie assisted in ruling his kingdom. He
aroused the jealousy of Minos by his inflexi-
ble integrity, which earned for him the ad-
miration of the Cretans, and was forced to
flee the country. After his death he became,
on account of Ms sense of justice, one of the
three judges of the lower world.
BHEA, re'ah, or MA1TDTJ, a large bird
popularly called the "South American os-
trich," although it differs from the ostrich
in so many points that naturalists are now
placing it in a separate family. For in-
stance, the rhea has three toes with claws, the

